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Clifford Young is visiting professor of political science at Texas A&M’s the Bush School of Government and public service as well as Chair of Ipsos Public Affairs in the US. Clifford is both a pollster and seasoned business leader.  Over the course of his career, he has built businesses both big and small in both the US and Brazil. 
Clifford is an expert on public opinion, elections, foresight, societal trends and messaging. Most noteworthily, he led the effort in building Ipsos into a polling powerhouse in the US—where he held a variety of president level positions for more than a last decade. At Ipsos, he developed and directed research initiatives across the U.S., Brazil, and global markets, delivering data-driven insights to decision-makers in government, media, and business.  The most emblematic of these initiatives is Ipsos’ annual global populism tracker.
A trusted analyst on elections, public opinion, and consumer trends, Clifford regularly appears on Bloomberg, Fox, CNN, and C-SPAN, breaking down the forces driving political shifts, economic sentiment, and governance trends. His work has been featured in The Washington Post, USA Today, Axios, NPR, NYT, WSJ, Reuters, and ABC News, among others, making him a sought-after expert in the field.
Clifford loves to teach and does on public opinion, forecasting, and decision science at University of Sao Paulo, Columbia University, and John Hopkins University. His latest book, Polls, Pollsters, and Public Opinion: A Guide for Decision-Makers (Cambridge University Press), provides a blueprint for understanding public opinion and its societal impact. He finally has a recently released book with Kirby Goidel, Nativist Nation: Populism, Grievance, Identity, and the Transformation of American Politics (De Gruyter Press, expected September 2025), explores the deep ideological shifts redefining contemporary politics.

